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Unconsciousness
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Any extra head supports, such as pillows,

should be removed from the headrest of the dental chair when

the victim loses consciousness
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The unconscious victim should be positioned with the thorax and brain at the same level and the feet

elevated slightly (about 10 or 15 degrees). The position aids in the return of venous blood to the heart.
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To perform the jaw-thrust technique, the rescuer must grasp the angles of the mandible with both hands and

displace the mandible forward. A, Side view. B, Front view.
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Head tilt—chin lift: one hand placed on forehead, two fingers under the victim’s chin, lifting the chin and rotating the

head upward and backward and 30 degrees to the side
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In the Trendelenburg position, the victim should be tilted back even further in the dental chair so that the head is

below the level of the heart and turned to one side
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TABLE 9-1 Vital signs during unconsciousness

Cause of

unconsciousness Heart rate Blood pressure

Hypoglycemia or T 1
hyperglycemia

Vasodepressor l l
syncope

Postural Baseline l
hypotension

Cerebrovascular Variable T
accident
(hemorrhagic)

Clinically significant  Variable l
dysrhythmias
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